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He who has thought most deeply
Loves what is most alive

Hölderlin

More than ever, deadly forces are at work in the world,
posing a threat to living organisms…

What indeed are living organisms, other than organisms
that reproduce themselves spontaneously, are constantly
evolving, are varied and diverse by nature… and can
only exist through the interdependence between their
constituent elements?

And yet what do we see at work in the world in general,
and in the plant world in particular, other than forces that
reduce variety and diversity (through standardization of
“products” and implementation of limitative directories
in which everything not mentioned is prohibited), curb
natural creativity and evolution (with a curtain fire of
“defensive” patents protecting the applicants), or reduce
levels of interdependence between living organisms?

That is why our foundation cannot but support all who
combat such attempts to shut in, control and take over
the spontaneous evolution of life, or reduce – for the
exclusive profit of a chosen few – the fabulous variety to
be found in nature, whether in plant, animal, or cultural
realms…

That is why our foundation gives priority to all that helps
to maintain and develop biodiversity and
interdependence between individuals and species.
Hence our involvement in favour of freedom to select
seeds, in the combat against GMOs, in promoting
organic farming, the defence of wild animals, and
conservation of older varieties. All these fields may seem
somewhat disparate, but they are linked by their joint
contribution to maintaining life on earth.

Thus aspects concerning promotion of biodiversity and
plant health (the combat against pesticides and GMOs,
and in support of freedom to select and distribute seeds,
etc.) represented over half our interventions in 2004-
2005.

In so doing, we also contribute to preserving human
health, because it is threatened not only by pollution of
chemical or electromagnetic origin, but also by the
programmed disappearance of natural biodiversity.

Moving beyond these general objectives, this year we also
sought to:

• Give priority, whenever possible, to the
contractual / partnership link over customer  /
supplier relations. Here again, the principle is
that of combating the negative tendencies that
make people seek to exist without others, or act
against them, by deceiving or controlling them.
Hence our interest in “contractual agriculture”…

• Give priority to small associations rather than big
ones, and to emerging trends rather than long-
term ones, because we think that the seeds of
necessary change are to be found there, in the
“civil society” of volunteers and activists who are
personally involved and whose lives are led in
coherence with their values.

As well as grants, we have also sought to provide more
specific help for these associations, and in particular:

• Help in seeking financing, by orienting them
towards sources of funding, and putting them in
contact with the sources, and especially with
foundations likely to take an interest in them,
and with which they are not always familiar.

• Help in setting up self-financing, by encouraging
them to implement long-term programmes
covering development of their own resources.

Jean-Louis Gueydon
Chairman


